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THE GOLGOTHA OF POWER

13111 AUGUST, Superstitious people prophesied utter
disaster for a Government formed on so ominous a
day at so desperate a time. Stresemann was himself
subject to superstitions that arose from a strange con-
junction of natural timorousness with vestiges of
popular beliefs in signs and warnings.

He believed, for example, that certain people brought
him luck and others ill-luck; he was convinced that
one person was an infallible mascot, and that he would
be ill as soon as another came into the 'house, He
avoided speaking of his schemes and hopes, from fear
that they might not be realised, and he would allow
himself to be influenced by the most trifling incidents
which he regarded as good or bad omens. He also
believed in the significance of the thirteenth of the
month, but not as commonly understood. " Do you
know that the thirteenth is my lucky day?" he
whispered on that very i3th of August to a friend
whom he regarded as especially propitious. " I passed
all my most important examinations on a i3th, and all
the lucky chances of my life fell on the I3th too. It
is a good omen that my Cabinet came into existence
on that day,"

Gustav Stresemann went down to the Chancellor's
office in a mood of unconquerable optimism, " Do
you realise what you are in for ?" asked his son,
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